# 




RefNo. 12177-21401 



What Is Claimed Is: 

1 . A method for porting a telephone number, comprising: 
connecting a network interface device to a first telephone service 

provider network, a second telephone service provider network, and to at least 
one user communications device; 

remotely controlling said network interface device, via the second 
telephone service provider network, to transfer a user telephone number, 
previously used for voice communications via the first telephone service 
provider network, from the first telephone service provider network to the 
second telephone service provider network; 

wherein said step of remotely controlling includes remotely controlling 
said network interface device to switch from communications lines 
interconnected with the first telephone service provider network to 
communications lines interconnected with the second telephone service 
provider network to provide voice communications service for the user via the 
user communications device; and 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the first telephone service provider is 
an incumbent local exchange service provider and the second telephone 
service provider is a competitive local exchange service provider that provides 
fixed wireless communications services to the user. 

3. The method of claim 2, wherein said network interface device 
includes a remote unit, and wherein the remote unit is interconnected to an 
antenna for providing a fixed wirel ess comm unications path to the competitive 
local exchange service provider network. 

4. The method of claim 2, wherein said telephone service provider uses 
a digital broadband wireless air interface. 



£ The method of claim 1, wherein said network interface device is 
interconnected to the user communications device via inside wiring of a user 
facility. 
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\ V V The method of claim 1 , wherein said network interface device is 

interconnected to the communications device via a plurality of communications 
lines allowing transfer of a plurality of user telephone numbers from the first 
network to the second network, and for providing voice communications service 
to the user via the second network before the transferring of the user telephone 
number has been completed. 

oh 1 ^ met hod of claim 1 , wherein said circuitry includes home phone 
network alliance circuitry to allow said data communications service. 

\^]q % & he methocl of claim 1 , wherein said step of remotely controlling 
reduces the time period for the transfer of the user telephone number from the 
time period required using the first telephone network for controlling the transfer 
of the user telephone number. 
\>y °\ l)#v The method of claim 1 , wherein the network interface device includes 
a network communications device for communicating with the second telephone 
service provider network, and wherein the network communications device 
portion is located inside of a user facility and the remaining portion of the 
network interface device is substantially located outside of the a user facility. 

S v l° j^o ^ The method of claim 1 , wherein said network interface device 
includes circuitry for performing the transfer of the user telephone number, 
reducing interference from the first telephone service provider network to allow 
data communications service for the user via the second telephone service 
provider network, and for providing voice communications service via the first 
telephone service provider network until the user telephone number is 
transferred to the second telephone service provider network. 
[I i^. A method for porting a telephone number, comprising: 

receiving control signals, remotely transmitted from a second telephone 
service provider network, to transfer a user telephone number, previously used 
for voice communications via the first telephone service provider network, from 
a first telephone service provider network to the second telephone service 
provider network; and 

- 14- 

374468_1.DOC 

AWS Ref.No. STG-214 

CG 



Ref No. 12177-21401 

switching, in response to the received control signals, communications 
lines interconnected with the first telephone service provider network to 
communications lines interconnected with the second telephone service 
provider network to provide voice communications service for the user via the 
user communications device. 
J\p ^ The method of claim 1 2, further comprising: 

providing data communications service for the user via the second 
telephone service provider network by reducing interference from the first 
telephone service provider network; and 

providing voice communications service via the first telephone service 
provider network until the user telephone number is transferred to the second 
telephone service provider network. 
\ty (?> An apparatus for porting a telephone number, comprising: 

a network interface device interconnected to a first telephone service 
provider network, a second telephone service provider network, and to at least 
one user communications device; 

wherein said network interface devices includes circuitry for receiving 
control signals, remotely transmitted from the second telephone service 
provider network, for transferring a user telephone number, previously used for 
voice communications via the first telephone service provider network, from the 
first telephone service provider network to the second telephone service 
provider network; and 

wherein said network interface device includes circuitry for switching 
communications lines interconnected with the first telephone service provider 
network to communications lines interconnected with the second telephone 
service provider network to provide voice communications service for the user 
via the user communications device. 

l*f- The apparatus of claim 14, wherein said network interface device 
includes circuitry for performing the transfer of the user telephone number, 
reducing interference from the first telephone service provider network to allow 
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data communications service for the user via the second telephone service 
provider network, and for providing voice communications service via the first 
telephone service provider network until the user telephone number is 
transferred to the second telephone service provider network. 
\5 ^a, A system for porting a telephone number, comprising: 

a second telephone service provider network that provides telephone 
service to a plurality of users as an alternative to a first telephone service 
provider network; 

a network interface device interconnected to the first telephone service 
provider network, the second telephone service provider network, and to at 
least one user communications device; 

wherein said network interface devices includes circuitry for receiving 
control signals, remotely transmitted from the second telephone service 
provider network, for transferring a user telephone number, previously used for 
voice communications via the first telephone service provider network, from the 
first telephone service provider network to the second telephone service 
provider network; and 

wherein said network interface device includes circuitry for switching 
communications lines interconnected with the first telephone service provider 
network to communications lines interconnected with the second telephone 
provider network, and for providing voice communications service via the first 
telephone service provider network until the user telephone number is 
transferred to the second telephone service provider network. 

ft The system of claim 16, wherein said network interface device 
includes circuitry for performing the transfer of the user telephone number, 
reducing interference from the first telephone service provider network to allow 
data communications service for the user via the second telephone service 
provider network, and for providing voice communications service via the first 
telephone service provider network until the user telephone number is 
transferred to the second telephone service provider network. 
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0 1$. A method for porting a user telephone number, comprising: 
providing telephone service to a plurality of users as an alternative 
telephone service provider network to a first telephone service provider 
network; 

connecting a network interface device to the first telephone service 
provider network, the alternative network, and to at least one user 
communications device; 

remotely transmitting control signals to the network interface device for 
transferring a user telephone number, previously used for voice 
communications via the first telephone service provider network, from the first 
telephone service provider network to the alternative provider network; and 

wherein said step of remotely transmitting includes remotely transmitting 
control signals to switch communications lines interconnected with the first 
telephone service provider network to communications lines interconnected with 
the alternative provider network, and to provide voice communications service 
via the first telephone service provider network until the user telephone number 
is transferred to the second telephone service provider network. 
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